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q  GAIA may discover ~7 x 106 eclipsing binaries. 
q  At least ~ 104 of these will be double-lined and brighter than 
    V=15, permitting a reasonable quality determination of their 
    physical parameters. 
q  GAIA data will allow for a direct sampling of properties of 
    multiple stars at any orbital period, from minutes to millions  
    of years. 
q  Co-evity of components in such systems will allow 
    unprecedented tests of evolutionary theories and formation 
    scenarios. 
q  Accuracy of distances obtained from analysis of binary 
    systems located at the outskirts of the Galaxy or beyond will 
    rival or supersede those obtained by astrometric measurements. 

Conclusions


